
BEN LIPPEN & 
BROADCASTING

Contrary to normal trends, our enroll-
ment at Ben Lippen School increased
during the second semester, and our
two new elementary facilities are fully
functioning with happy students and
teachers. Official ratings indicate that
the actual listening audience of both
of our radio stations increased during
the fall semester. I will say it again:
Rejoice!

GOOD DECEMBER

I want to thank many of you for your
generous year-end giving to CIU,
whether your gifts were for the
university, for Ben Lippen School, or
for our Broadcasting ministries. While
finances continue to be tight overall,
the giving in December was very
good! As you know, we have a unique
payroll system where all of the
university employees agree to a pay
cut if CIU’s monthly gift income need
is not met. With great praise to the
Lord, I am happy to tell you that we
have now had an unbroken period of
43 months during which there have
been no pay reductions for our faculty
and staff. We also saw 77 students
graduate from CIU in December.
More workers for the harvest! I will
say it again: Rejoice!

FULFILLING THE VISION

As President, my vision for CIU
continues to be that “Columbia
International University, by reputation
and reality, will be a world center for
biblical, transformational Great
Commission training and impact.” At
a recent meeting of our faculty and
staff, we presented a challenging
series of new initiatives and objec-
tives regarding student life
enhancements, facility improve-
ments (especially on-campus
housing), two new academic
programs, online degrees,
enrollment increases and more.
You could feel the excitement in
the room as we committed
ourselves to unified prayer,
faith and hard work to see these
things accomplished before the
start of the 2008 school year.
Our heart’s desire is to provide
better training for more
students, so that the world can
be reached with the gospel to the
glory of God. Thank you for
your partnership with us.

Rejoicing in the Lord,

George W. Murray
President
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March 2007

Dear friend of CIU,

arren Wiersbe’s commentary on the Apostle Paul’s letter to
the Philippians is titled Be Joyful. Wiersbe writes, “Be joyful! It
beats being happy. Happiness depends on right happenings,
but even when things go wrong you can have joy.” This ties

in perfectly with our CIU 2006/07 year verse which is a portion of
Philippians 4:4: “Rejoice in the
Lord always. I will say it
again: Rejoice!”

Because we live in a fallen
world, things “go wrong.” Just
read any daily newspaper.
Things often go wrong for 
our CIU family, too. How
wonderful to know that true
joy is not dependent on things
always “going right.” True joy
is found in the Lord, regardless
of the circumstances. Amen!
But, it’s not wrong to rejoice

Dr. George W. Murray
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Letter from the

President

Be Joyful! 
It Beats Being Happy…

(Continued inside.)

W
“Happiness depends

on right happenings,

but even when things
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have joy.”



when things “go right,” and there
are a lot of good things currently
happening throughout CIU.
Please rejoice with me about the
following:

FITNESS CENTER

Construction of CIU’s first-ever indoor
Fitness Center is well under way! And, all
the funds to complete this building have
been provided ($3.9 million). Thank You,
Lord! Our CIU alumni have committed to
trust the Lord for $175,000 to purchase all
the equipment needed for the Fitness
Center. So far, over $50,000 has been given.
Lord willing, this new facility will be ready
before graduation. The students are so
excited! Rejoice!

McQUILKIN SCHOLARSHIP 
WEEKEND

In November about 40 students were
invited to our CIU campus to “compete”
for special scholarships, including the R.C.
McQuilkin Scholarship. The contestants
were interviewed to determine spiritual
maturity, academic skills, leadership traits,
ministry intention, extracurricular involve-
ment and other factors. What an
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good things currently

happening throughout CIU.”

CIU Fitness Center



outstanding bunch! Even though only one
student won the full tuition scholarship,
we believe that many of the other partici-
pants will enroll at CIU. I will say it again:
Rejoice!

BECOMING PRO-ACTIVE

In addition to responding to the invitations
I receive to speak in various places, I have
begun offering to speak at strategic
churches and conferences. One such
conference was at Teen Missions
International in Merritt Island, Florida.
They accepted our offer, and for two years
now I have braved mud and mosquitoes to
be a keynote speaker to 1,000 teenage
students at the annual Boot Camp. And,
would you believe it? One of those Teen
Missions students, who had never heard of
CIU before I spoke there, was this year’s
R.C. McQuilkin Scholarship winner. I will
say it again: Rejoice!

UNUSUAL EXTENSION CLASS

CIU is now offering an accredited Bible
degree program in the South Carolina State
Prison system. From a pool of 86 appli-
cants, 15 students went through the
standard CIU Admissions process and
were chosen to begin the first semester. A
library, computer lab and classroom are
now set up and operating. CIU professors
are teaching the courses, and generous
giving from God’s people has provided
tuition scholarships for each student. Most
of the students are long-term or life-time
prisoners, and the goal of the program is
that the graduates will become chaplains
throughout the prison system. We hope to

begin a second class of 15 more
students next year. I will say it
again: Rejoice!

NEW PROVOST

For several months, a
search committee has
been working to find
a professionally
competent person
who understands and
thoroughly embraces
CIU’s mission, vision
and core values to
become CIU’s
provost. I am very
happy to announce
the appointment of
Dr. Bill Jones to that
position. Dr. Jones has
already been serving
well as our interim
provost. As provost and
senior vice president, he
serves as CIU’s chief
educational officer, giving
leadership to CIU’s total
educational program
which includes academic
excellence, spiritual life
formation, and ministry
skills development. Please
pray for Bill, and his wife
Debby, as he undertakes this
important leadership 
responsibility. I will say it
again: Rejoice!

Dr. Bill Jones


