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Dear friends of CIU, 

When it comes to the evangelization of the entire world, there is good news and bad
news. The good news is really, really good.  And, the bad news is really, really serious.

First, the good news: The percentage of the entire world
population that claims to be personal followers of Jesus Christ
has grown from 3 percent to over 12 percent during my short
lifetime!  This is phenomenal news!  When I was born in 1945,
there were 80 million people in the entire world who claimed
to be personal followers of Jesus Christ.  Today, there are over
700 million devoted followers of Christ!  And, the number of
true believers continues to grow, and the percentage of true
believers continues to grow. One example: In the early 1950s
when all the ex-patriot missionaries were expelled from China,
there were 850,000 believers throughout that country.  Today
there are at least 60 million believers in China and many China
watchers would say that number is closer to 100 million
believers!  This is good news!

Now, the bad news: In a world of over 6 billion people, 9 out of every 10 people are
lost and outside of personal faith in Jesus Christ.  Moreover, 2 out of every 3 people 
living in the world have never once heard a clear explanation of the gospel of Jesus
Christ.  Furthermore, 1 out of every 3 people in the world (that’s 2 billion!) has no one
living near enough to tell him about Jesus, even if he wants to hear. Let me use China
as an example again: Even with close to 100 million believers in China, there are still
more lost people in that one country than all the lost people in North America, Central
America, South America, and Africa combined!  This is bad news indeed.

Our Lord Jesus
Christ said: ‘Go into

all the world, and
preach the Good

News to everyone,
everywhere.’  He has

never rescinded
that command.
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Our Lord Jesus Christ said: “Go into all the world, and preach the Good News to every-
one, everywhere.”  He has never rescinded that command.  It is not something we might
do; it is something we must do.  It is not an option; it is an obligation.

And that is one primary reason why God raised up Columbia International University: to train
men and women for Great Commission service around the world. Currently, there are
15,000 living alumni of CIU serving the Lord in 130 countries worldwide, in the market
place, in full-time ministries in North America, and in vocational missionary service overseas.

I am constantly calling our CIU students, faculty and staff to be in prayer for the lost - those
who don’t believe in Jesus - and for the unreached - those who don’t yet know there is a
Jesus to believe in.  And, I am constantly challenging our students to seriously consider the
possibility that God might be calling them to front-line vocational missionary service.  As I
draw near the close of this letter, let me share some more good news with you.  Since 
our founding in 1923, historically 25 percent of CIU graduates have gone into vocational
missionary service, and in the past six years the percentage of our CIU graduates heading
into vocational missionary service has been 46 percent!  Praise the Lord!  And, many of our
grads who are heading into marketplace or ministry roles here in North America are doing
so because they, too, have Great Commission hearts and see their roles as a strategic part
of God’s worldwide redemptive plan!

Will you pray with me that CIU will continue to be a Great Commission school? As we
press on to train men and women, one of our crying needs is for more scholarship aid
money that will enable students to study here, graduate, and go on to serve the Lord without
excessive educational debt.  Gifts to our CIU Annual Fund help us to provide salaries for
our faculty and staff and help us provide scholarship aid for many needy/deserving students.
Your gifts will enable us to meet both of these needs.  Thank you for standing with us!

Yours for His glory,

George W. Murray
President

PS CIU recently introduced a limited number of "Legacy Grants" for eligible incoming
freshmen who are the child or grandchild of CIU alumni.  Please contact our Student
Financial Services office for details!  Call 800-777-2227, ext. 3047.


