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Dear friends of CIU,

God’s missionary heart is pervasive throughout Scripture and comes to light clearly in
the Christmas story.  When the angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds to
announce Christ’s birth, he said: “...behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy which will be to all people” (italics mine).
Shortly after Christ’s birth, when Simeon met Jesus and His
parents in the temple, prompted by the Holy Spirit he said,
“...my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have pre-
pared before the face of all peoples, a light to bring revela-
tion to the nations, and the glory of Your people Israel” (italics
mine).  God’s missionary heart for the entire world is
clearly revealed in the Christmas story.

Shall I guess what some of you may be thinking after reading
the above paragraph?  “Dr. Murray sees missions in the
Christmas story only because he and his wife used to be 
missionaries themselves!”  No! My wife and I were vocational
missionaries because missions is a pervasive theme throughout Scripture, including the
clear references to missions in the Christmas story.  Or you may be thinking: “Dr. Murray
sees missions in the Christmas story only because CIU is a Great Commission school!”
No! CIU is a Great Commission school because we believe and teach the Bible where
God’s missionary heart constantly leaps off the pages of Scripture, including the clear
references to missions in the Christmas story. ▼

“Christmas 
is a good

time to
check your 
missionary

vision.”
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Does this mean we think every CIU graduate should become a vocational missionary?  No,
but we do think every CIU graduate should have a missionary heart. In fact, we think every
friend of CIU should too, including you!  And, Christmas is a
good time to check your missionary vision.  Do your
prayers, your giving, your plans for yourself and your
children reflect an understanding of God’s mis-
sionary heart for the world?  Christmas is a
good time to remember that God so loved the
world that He gave His only Son.  His great-
est gift was given in terms of His concern for
the redemption of the entire human race.  Our
giving should reflect the same concern.

So, at this Christmas season, take some time to
examine your own financial giving to missionaries,
missionary organizations, and your local church’s mission-
ary program.  And, don’t forget CIU! Recently, one of North America’s leading evangelicals
said to me:  “There is no school in the world that trains effective missionaries, missionary-
minded pastors, and missionary-minded lay people as well as Columbia International
University!”  Wow! What a great unsolicited recommendation. One with which I agree! 

Your financial gifts to CIU at this Christmas season are greatly needed and will be used – you
can be sure – to effectively move forward God’s missionary purposes throughout the world.
Thank you for standing with us!

Yours for His glory,

George W. Murray
President


